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1. Why do people believe implausible claims,
e.g., conspiracies?

Conspiracy believers massively overestimate
how much others agree with them
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2. Is base gullibility critical to the acceptance of

conspiratorial claims!~->?

Correlation b/w conspiracy beliefs and Correlation b/w overestimated agreement and

accuracy/overconfidence (for Studies 1, 2, 3) accuracy/overconfidence (for Studies 1, 2, 3)

. e ey eqe : CRT Acc Numeracy Acc Perceptual Acc CRT Acc Numeracy Acc Perceptual Acc
K€y Predictions of Gu111b111ty HypOth68182 A1, - A1%6 S 19%Rk (0], 120k _ D%k -.03, -.09% -.08 A1, - 11k Z 9%k (0], - 12%k - 20k ~.03, -.09%, -.08
Overconfidence Overconfidence Overconfidence Overconfidence  Overconfidence Overconfidence

1) Conspiracy believers are overconfident
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11) Overconfidence should bias perceptions of reality

60 - 14 -
Current Work 50 - [ g2 -
> 40 - . 2 10 -
o ° o "g F8
3 Studies: 1,485 participants 2. I g 8-
2 3 4 -
Materials £ 20 - 5 4.
0
o o o . ¥ /Y = 10 - = _
Belief in Conspiracy Theories® (BCTI) ¥ "FsS s 2
e T - 0 ' ' 0 ' |
E. 0., “The Ap ollo moon landings never T‘ Y = False Conspiracies True Conspiracies False Conspiracies True Conspiracies

B low overconfidence high overconfidence B low overconfidence high overconfidence

happened and were staged 1n a Hollywood film studio™
Key Findings

3 Overconfidence measures:

. 1) Conspiracy believers are both less analvtic and overconfident as a disposition
Overconfidence = Estimated — Actual performance > P y y p

Cognitive Reflection Test”, Numeracy®?, and Perceptual task!? 11) Conspiracy believers massively overestimate (>4X) how much others agree with

them and this tendency was further associated with overconfidence
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